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CHAP. XIIL
VISIT TO THE CISTEKNS OF SOLOMON.
WE left Bethlehem about ten o'clock, and di-
recting our course still to the southward, inclin-
ing easterly, through a stony valley, and over
the barest and most rugged hills, we came, 121
about an hour, to the large reservoirs, which are
called the Cisterns of Solomon. It is thought
that these pools were the work of that king, and
that they are the places alluded to by him, when
he says, "I made me great works : ,1 builded me
houses: I planted me vineyards: I made me
gardens and prchards, and I planted trees in
them of all kinds of fruits: I made me pools of;
water to water therewith the wood that bringeth
forth trees/'             .                         ,,
MaundrelTs description of them is sp accurate;
that nothing can be added to it. They are seated;
in a valley, and are three in number, each occu-
pying a'different level, and placed in & right line
with each other, so that the waters of the one
may descend into the next below it. Their figure
is quadrangular j the first, or southern one being